CHAPTER XXIX
HAMLET
The daily habit of the old professional. Irving and Gillette. Studying
the Shakespearean commentators. Interview with my old Chief. First
night of Hamlet. The audience. Hall Caine and Camlet.' Laurence
Binyon's tribute. Reflections on certain aspects of the tragedy. Were
either cHamlet* or 'Ophelia' aware of the presence of the 'King' and
'Polonius?' The relationship of * Hamlet* and 'Ophelia.' Innovations
in my acting version. Its archaeological production to be condemned.
Production of Hamlet in London. A plethora of Danes. A bitter ex-
perience. Stephen Phillips and the ghost. Lord Russell of Liverpool's
tribute to my wife's ' Ophelia.'
DURING the week beginning October 3rd, 1904, Sir
Henry Irving and I were both playing in Birmingham
and stopping at the same hotel He had met my wife at
the lift, and said: " I hear your husband is going to play
Hamlet; eh? Tell him to come to my sitting-room at
six o'clock and have a chat.'3 It was his custom to take
a cup of coffee at that hour after his nap*
A moment's digression! The daily habit of the old
professionals differed from that of to-day. Then the
company would rehearse till three or half-past. They
would dine at four and then retire for a nap. At six
they would have a cup of strong coffee and go to the
Theatre. In this way, they had the advantage of playing
on an empty stomach, which, of course, is best. After
their work, they would sup generously and " so to bed."
The ample supper seems to have done them no harm,
though many physicians are against the habit and main-
tain that the digestive organs require their hours of rest
during sleep. The custom, however, has the advantage
of steadying down the nerves, which have been highly
wrought during a strenuous performance, and which,
without the sedative of a hearty meal, will take three to
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